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The author of this second work 1n the Gaehwad's Oniental Senes1s Vastu
péla, who with his valour and statesmanship extended and strengthened the
power of King Viradhavala of Dholka He 15, however, better known to us by
Ius numerous public works and especially the temples on Mouut Abu  His
tolerance and cosmopoliistn are provethial He favoured all creeds and
sects and even butt mosques for Mahomedans who were at that time hated
as Mlechas 1 We have got contemporary records of hus deeds of valour and
chanty and of works of pubhic utthty Besides the vamous prasastis and -

scnptions, and prabandhas in the Prabandhachuité) and Ch wlats
prabandha, the glones of lus deeds are sung by S a1 lus Xirik d?
and by Ansigha m Ins Swkr kirtana Bélachandra, the of

whose 1nstallation as an Achéirya were defrayed by Vastupala, compo‘sed after
s death Vasantamldsa, a Mahflivya at the request of Vastupila’s son Jaitra-
sinha A good deal of valuable information about lus career 15 collected 1n
Ninaharsha's Vastupdlacharitra

Vastupila’s Iife can be viewed from four different stand-pomts —(1) as
a pumister (2) asa warnor, (3) as a philanthropist and builder of public
places and temples (4) as a patron of poets and lumself a poet The first three
points will be dealt with m the iatrod to the Hammi dana
and Vasaniaveldsa, Here we shall see it only from the last view-pomnt

1 The followng from ST 1m %% of Juaprabhia cowpored 1n Samvat 1355
wll illnsteate his cosmopohitan nature
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Vasantapdla the poetic name of Vastupila It will be seen from the
authos’s colophon at the end of each canto of this poem that 1t bears the name
Vi pala 1nstead of Vastupdla The author Iumself makes 1t clear on this
point that he got this mame from Harthara, Somesvara and other poets !
Balachandra has called his life of Vastuplla Vasantavilésa

The subject of the present work The present work, whichis &
Mahfkavya m 16 cantes, descmbes the frendship of Arjuua and Krishaa,
thetr rambles on Mount Gitnar and the qt bd of Subhadra by
Armua ‘The subject-matter 15 very scanty as the greater part of the poem 38
taken up by the co 1 poetical d such as that of the city;
the people, the lang and s court, the nse of the sun and the moon and
gathering of flowers The reader will find that Magha's Si$updlavadha seems
%o have been the author’s model  The poem seems to have established stself
among the poetic world, as the 7th verse of 1ts 1st canto 1s quoted 1t Jahlana's
Sikfsmukiéval; One more verse 1 to be found 1in the Kawikalpalatd of
Amara,? the celebrated author of the Bdlabkdrata N d bha refernug
to the poetical shall of our author 1 the Alanlaramahodadhe ;ays that Vasts
pala’s poetical skill 15 such as even renders tender the language of Vyisa !

s 15 most probably a reference to the present work, as ats subject muatter1s
talen from the Makdbharata

The date of composition In the last canto of this poem, the author
says that tus first outbusst of poetry took the form of 2 hymn 1 the praise ot
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Adisvara on the éatmn]aya il * Tius hymn was composed by Vastupila on the
occasian of hus first great pilgrimage which, as the author of the Prabandha-
chntdmans says, took place 1w Samvat 1277 * As Jwmaharsha’s Vastupdla-
charitra makes lum to recite the 9th verse of that hymn before Adunatha, and
as there 1s no reference 1n the last canto to the buwilding of temples on
Mis Abu and Girndr 12 Samvl 1287 and 1288, we can place the date between
Samvat 1277 and 1787
Vastupila, a man of letters 3—Hamself a poet, Vastupila was possessed
of critical faculties to detect and remove the defects from others’ poems ¢ He
always appreciated and admured good poetry® and 1t was only due to this that
Hanhara was recetved at the Court of Dholka with honour mn spite of the jealousy
of Somesvara He established three great libraries at the great cost of 18 crores
The story of the tact with which Hanhara’sms of Nuishadhiye was copted ont
and put 1ato lus library shows how anxious he was to collect mss  qnd that
Tus hbrary contaired all smportant works 6 Mamlyachandra, the author of
Kévyaprakdiasanketa was ordered to be given mss  of all relgious works from
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tus Library * He not only appreciated the divine muse, but also requested others
to wnte religious and literary works for his instruction and delectation  The
hathd gara of Narachandrasinin 15 tarangas? and Alanldramalko-
dadiz of Ius pupil Narendraprabha 1n § chapters® were composed 1n this way
Vastupila quoted 1n anthologies  Jahlana i s Subtsmukidvali has
quoted three verses of Vastupila * Oue of these occurs as the 7th stanza of the
first canto of the present work S ‘The other two caunot be traced The Sdrmga-
dharapaddiats too quotes oneherse of Vastupila which1s already found 1
Jahlana’s Swkfsmuktazali © It appears from Ulldghe Rdgha.a of Somesvara
that Vastupila was fond of composing Stiktis.” Some of these will be found
collected 1 Appendix II from the Pradandkackintamant, Chaturviniats
prabandha and Vastupdlach of Jigabarsha Itwould thus appear that
Vastupila's fame as a poet was not restncted to Gujarat, but alse extended so
far and wide as to attract the authors of the Sublimubiavali and 4. dk
paddhats to mclude hus verses i their collections

(1) See Appendix T p 76
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Vastupﬁla, apoet References to Vastupila as a poet are not difficult to
find Vastupflas called the godson of Sarasvati 2 He humself has used this
title 1 the present work 2 In one of the prasastis of hus temples on Mount
Garstag, he 15 called the recognized son of the Goddess of Yearmng Kavibunjara
and Kavichahravartt ate hus other bizwdas  Inthe prasastt of the temple on
Mount Abu, Somesvara calls hum the best amotg poets and says that Le never
steals 1deas of others m Ins hiterary composition S In the Alanidramalhodadhs
1t 15 stated that Vastupila alone has got reputation 1u poetical method 4 Meru
tunga i his Prabandhachintdman apphes the emthet of Mahakayi to Vastupdla,.
and quotes some Sfiktis of our poet which, he says, are the compositions of
the great poet Vastupala himself 3
Vastupala as a patron of poets The extent of his donations to poets
was so great that he was called Laghn Bhojarda 'The prabandhas given in
the Appende III amply illustrate his great hberality towards poets He
patronized Somesvara, ¢Hanhara, Ansigha, and ennched Dimodara,
Nanila, Jayadeva, Madana, Veehala, Knshnastnha, Saplaraswimn and
many other poets and bards who entertained him with their poetty Somesvara
not ouly got a S4sana but he was now and then favoured with vety liberal
1 He composed Kirti} di m praise of his patron, and 1n hus other
works too he has immortahized Vastupila No work 1s Lnown to have
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been wntten by Hanhara  Ansinha sang the good deeds of lus patron iz his
Sulrasankirtana and got a Sisana  Nothing s hoown of other poets
anl maybe probably the Sankarichirya of Dwirka of the time

The mapuscript material—The present edition 1s based on the single
ms of the poem lutherto known, from the Bhandar of the Sangha m
Phofahia VA3 ot Pattan  Itis a vers beautifully wntten paper ms dated
Saptvat 1477 aud 1s uailormly correct A few grammatical and metnical arre-
gulanties witl be foLnd 1n the poem, but n the absence of anotherms we
cannot say whether they are of the onginal wnter or of senbes  The author
himself with all humhity requests the learned world to correct the faults which
ray have occurzed 1o the present poem esther through want of proper huow
ledge or haste ! The ms consists of 25 leaves with 15 lmes on a pige  The
scnibe’s colophon runs as follows —

T {90 SN AREIAR 22 S g e n s U ns

The following 1s added, after thts, 10 a diffierent hand, showing that the

ms was purchased by the oswner from the senbe for the rebgions ments of hus
mother —
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